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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1.   Technical Reference Group Discussion Summary – from 10 February Meeting

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
We are trialling a new process where information on matters discussed by our technical group (TRG) is disseminated more broadly.  Within a couple of weeks of each TRG meeting (held every 2 months), we will distribute a simple list of topics via e-flash, and a brief summary of the discussions along with contacts for more information will be available to members on our web site.  Feedback on this process would be most welcome.

Please note, when dealing with new policy, legislation and other matters, information can become out of date very quickly.  qldwater is happy to provide current information on any topics. 

The topics discussed in Brisbane on 10 February included:

Fireflow Pressures

ERA 63

Total Water Quality Management Plans

Queensland Water Regional Alliance Program

Pre-Election Policy Briefings

Property Service Issue – Water Meters

Trade Waste

Load Based Licensing

Communications, Marketing, Water Connections Tour and Taste Test

Skills

Letter from New Chair and Deputy Chair to all qldwater Members

Format of TRG Meetings and other Communication with Members including following disasters

Recycled Water Management Plans Simplification

Joint Procurement Opportunities

Fluoride Training Program – Industry-wide tender process

Feedback from WIOA training trial and Supervisors workshop in Biloela 8/9 Feb

National Potable Treatment Operators Certification Scheme

The summary information is available by clicking following the link at the TRG page http://www.qldwater.com.au/TRG  and entering your qldwater username and password.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2.   qldwater Sponsored WIOA Awards 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Nominations are now open for the qldwater sponsored water industry operators’ awards. Established in 2010 by the Queensland Water Directorate (qldwater) in conjunction with the Water Industry Operators Association of Australia (WIOA), the Young Operator of the Year and Operator of the Year (Civil) awards will again recognise the achievements of operational staff employed in the Queensland water industry.  

The awards, which aim to encourage outstanding operational performance of Queensland water industry employees, will be presented to operators who showed excellent performance, initiative and all round attention to detail.  

The two categories available for nomination this year are for:

1. Queensland Young Operator of the Year 

2. Operator of the Year Civil Works
The awards will be presented at the WIOA Annual Queensland Water Industry Operations Workshop Conference Dinner at the Gold Coast on 7 June 2012.   The winners will receive an all expenses paid trip (value $2,000 each) to join the WIOA delegation on a tour of water and wastewater facilities in New Zealand as well as attending the Water Industry Operations Group NZ conference in May 2013.    They will also receive a perpetual plaque which their employer keeps for 12 months plus an individual trophy which is kept by the winner.  

Please visit http://www.qldwater.com.au/qldwaterAwards for more information, nomination details and application form.   Don’t miss this opportunity to recognise the efforts of your operational staff!

Nominations close on Friday 11 May.   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
3.  Funding Available to Develop Energy and Water Saving Technologies

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Applications are being sought from Queensland-based organisation that are developing innovative technologies with the potential to lower energy and water consumption, reduce greenhouse emissions and achieve environmental benefits.
The Queensland Department of Environment and Resource Management is offering up to $200,000 for projects which will develop innovative technologies that reduce consumption of fossil fuels or water, or the emission of greenhouse gases.

The Queensland Sustainable Energy Innovation Fund (QSEIF) assists Queensland organisations develop innovative technologies that reduce energy and water consumption.

The program focuses on the development and commercialisation of sustainable technologies. Since 1999, QSEIF has committed more than $9 million in funding to over 80 innovative energy and water saving projects in Queensland.

Two funding rounds are being held during 2012.  Please see http://www.derm.qld.gov.au/qseif/ for more details. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
This message may be passed on to interested individuals and organisations.
To add your name to the distribution list, email “subscribe” to hgold@qldwater.com.au
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